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Goals and Objectives
ÅTo increase immunization rates in dialysis clinics and 

reduce potential exposure to preventable diseases and 
infection.

1. Review current and evolving changes in the  

healthcare setting 

2. Discuss why it is important to immunize

3. Identify barriers to obtaining immunizations

4.  Review Network and CDC tools and resources

5. Identify 3 strategies that can be implemented      
today



CHANGE IS ON THE HORIZON??
State-Level Partners Collaboration to Eliminate 

Healthcare Associated Infections Meeting

·CMS, CDC, Networks, ESRD Providers, State 

Departments of Health 

·Primary focus:

To collaborate on eliminating healthcare 
associated infections

·ESRD Facilities  included in the Phase II and III action 
plan



HAI Program Example

ÅIncreasing influenza vaccinations coverage 
among healthcare workers
ÅDevelop recommendations & model language
for state laws that will decrease transmission
of flu from HCWs to patients 
ÅCollaborate with States to create a legal 
environment that encourages flu vaccination
of all HCWs 
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Percent of Patients

Distribution of Immunization Rate Among Dialysis 
Patients in Texas (Sept ɀDec 2009)*

TX Dialysis Facilities TX Average (71.5%) US Average (69.0%)

*Data from 2011 Dialysis Facility Reports
n=508 Dialysis Facilities



Why Immunize?

ÅTo defend against vaccine preventable diseases and 
infections

ÅSaves Lives

ÅSaves $$$$$



Immunizations in the Dialysis 
Setting

ÅMandated as part of the Regulatory Process

ÅRequires clinics to have an action plan and surveillance 
process

ÅDecreases risk of outbreak to staff and patients



V637: Develop recommendations and 
action plans to promote immunization

·Minimize the number of patients and staff who are exposed to or 
acquire infectious disease at the facility

·Interpretive guidance:
Surveillance information to include vaccination status       
specific to hepatitis B, pneumococcal pneumonia, and influenza

·Responsible staff must review results of testing, to aid in 
tracking, trending and prompt identification of issues or 
outbreaks.



Barriers 
·Individual

Patient/Healthcare Worker Adherence

Fear

Access 

Lack of awareness

·Facility

Lack of policies and procedures

Lack of staff and or corporate support 



Overcoming Barriers, Creating 
Opportunities  

·What is your expectation?  What is happening?

·Make it part of the quality process

What are you currently doing?

Develop goals and targets

Monitor outcomes (observe care)

Make needed improvement

·Document!!!!!!!



Network 14 information
http://www.esrdnetwork.org/professionals/immunization.asp



Network 14

·Vaccine Information Statements

·VIS Instructions 



Network 14

·General information and instructions

·Influenza

·Hepatitis B



Network 14

·Pneumonia

·Frequently asked questions   

·Both English and Spanish versions



CDC information 
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/season/



VIS



Educate your Staff

·Communications to Healthcare Providers

·Continuing Education on Influenza Vaccine Safety 
(FREE) ɂȰ2ÅÁÌ 4ÁÌË !ÂÏÕÔ )ÎÆÌÕÅÎÚÁ 6ÁÃÃÉÎÅ ɀBe 
)ÎÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÁÎÄ "Å 0ÒÅÐÁÒÅÄȱ
#ÅÎÔÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ $ÉÓÅÁÓÅ #ÏÎÔÒÏÌ ÁÎÄ 0ÒÅÖÅÎÔÉÏÎȭÓ 
Immunization Safety Office offers a free continuing 
education (CME and CE) activity titled Ȱ2ÅÁÌ 4ÁÌË 
About Influenza Vaccine ɀBe Informed and Be 
0ÒÅÐÁÒÅÄȱ now on Medscape. 



Educate your Staff
·The CME and CE offer includes a roundtable 

discussion with three vaccine safety prevention experts 
and is intended for clinicians who routinely administer 
influenza vaccines and who evaluate and treat patients 
experiencing adverse events following influenza 
immunization.

·To participate in this activity, please visit 
http://cme.medscape.com/viewarticle/732969.



Flu Ends with U:  Take the pledge



Strategies that can be 
implemented immediately

·0ÁÔÉÅÎÔ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÖÉÁ ÕÓÅ ÏÆ Ȱ,ÏÂÂÙ $ÁÙÓȱ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ  
with handouts and explanations to patients on 
importance of getting immunized

·We live in an technical age



Strategies that can be 
implemented immediately

·CDC will be supporting organizations across the 
country in their vaccination efforts during National 
Influenza Vaccination Week. There are podcasts, 
ecardsand other e-health activities to support this 
effort. You can help in promoting the ongoing flu 
vaccine efforts by placing these graphics on your web 
pages.



Strategies that can be 
implemented immediately

·Plan to emphasize the importance of vaccinating these 
special populations with awareness activities.

·The message is Ȱ'ÅÔ 6ÁÃÃÉÎÁÔÅÄȣȱThe 
graphics/flyers can be placed in any way that works 
best for your particular site. 



Strategies that can be 
implemented immediately

·CDC hopes to see these graphics/flyers on as many 
partner sites as possible in the weeks leading up to 
NIVW. If possible, the CDC would like to see the 
graphics stay up past immunization week.



Ecards


