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Attention: People with a hemodialysis catheter


 


From: Medical Review Board (MRB)


 


Why You are asked to get a permanent vascular access


 


Medicare has asked the MRB to look at the quality of care given to dialysis patients in Texas and to give advice when that care can be better.





Medicare, the MRB and many physicians and other dialysis professionals all over the US are working hard to let people know that if they have a dialysis catheter they may:


be in the hospital more


have more infections


feel worse due to poor dialysis


die sooner


 


AV fistulas are the first choice, but not the only choice.


 


In some cases, an AV fistula may not be suitable for you.


 


If an AV fistula does not work for you, the next best choice would be an AV graft.


 


A hemodialysis catheter should be the last choice for performing hemodialysis because it has more problems including death.


 


It is your right to know why your doctor recommends a certain access for you and you should ask your doctor why he or she recommends a catheter or graft over a fistula. We encourage you to ask your doctor about getting a fistula or graft.
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